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What is PA@BABEL?

The PA@BABEL database collects information
about articles on public administration in 
European non-English journals. Article titles and
summaries/abstracts (in original) of articles
published in academically acknowledged 
European journals are translated into English 
and French.
By using this database researchers can search
for content in several fields: the article’s title, the 
name of the author, journal title, journal country,
language of the article, the abstract and the
theme of the article.  
Each journal is responsible for providing the
information that is inserted in the database.  
When a researcher has found a relevant article, 
he/she can read the abstract, contact the author
or the journal editor or the journal website.  

Why is there a need for
PA@BABEL?

2007, the European Commission published a 
Green Paper: ‘The European Research Area:
New Perspectives’. This Green Paper clearly 
states that the ERA concept includes a
European ‘internal market’ for research, where 
researchers, technology and knowledge freely 
circulate, and where increasingly there is a need
to have effective European-level coordination of 
national and regional research activities, 
programmes and policies. PA@BABEL aims to 
work towards filling this need.

What are PA@BABEL’s objectives?

1. Making scientific knowledge available beyond 
language borders and increasing the impact of
non-English journals in the field of Public 
Administration.

2. Facilitating Comparative Studies in Public 
Administration 

3. Creating a platform of editors to discuss
issues such as: What are the similarities and the
differences of research topics? What are the
themes of the thematic issues in our journals? 
What are the possibilities of cross-border, cross-
language cooperation between journals?

4. Recognizing publication quality beyond the 
English language

5. Creating a virtual research community in 
Europe beyond language borders. The database 
will help to facilitate the transfer of knowledge
among European researchers and countries by 
going beyond the language issue.

How does PA@BABEL work?

The content of the database is provided by the
journals that are included in the network. They 
are asked to submit data once or twice a year.
Article titles and summaries/abstracts are 
translated into English and French from the
original language and uploaded in the database
(http://soc.kuleuven.be/io/egpa/pub/index.htm).  
Interested researchers can then search for an 
abstract by entering the article’s title, the name 
of the author, journal title, journal country, 
language of the article, year of publication or 
keywords into the respective search fields. 

Furthermore, theme related search is possible by 
looking for abstracts on Change Management, 
E-government, Ethics, Financial Management, 
HRM, Organization, Politics and Policy as well
as Quality. 

State of Affairs and Future
More than 22 journals are already included in the
network and more than 1000 abstracts in English 
have been included in the database.
A managing board will be established to oversee 
the database and to follow the goals of peer-
based quality control, promotion and
organisation of the exploitation and use of the 
database, the development of policies for close
cooperation, the support of policies for academic 
acknowledgement of the journals in the database
and the organization of any event based on the 
database to work across languages. 

Call for Participation

Any academically acknowledged journal on 
Public Administration that is published in any of
the European languages other than English is
invited to join the project and to contribute to the
database. If you are interested, or if you should 
like more information about the project, please
do not hesitate to contact us. 


